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The Reverend Sara E. Baron

Our VIM Trip to Nicaragua

FUTURE SUNDAYS
8:30
9:00
9:30
10:00

Downtown Community Breakfast
Children’s Storytime
Second Cup Café
Sunday Morning Worship
Infant & Toddler Care available
Sunday School begins (10:20)
11:00 Coffee Fellowship
11:30 Second Hour Programs/Events
—Sermon ‘Talk-Back’
—Needlework Ministry
—Intergenerational Activities, etc.
7:00 Study: Subversive Women of the Bible

Worship Text on Sermon Series
Feb. 5

Souper Bowl / Family Sunday
Job’s Wife; Job 2:8-10
Feb. 12 Zipphorah; Exodus 4:21-26
Feb. 19 Delilah; Judges 16:4-20
Feb. 26 Black & Beautiful Woman; Song of Songs

Second Hour Programs:
Feb. 5

Conversation w/ Guest Leesa Perazzo
Intersectional Justice, sponsor
Feb. 12 Ministry Team Meeting:
Intersectional Justice
Feb. 19 Sermon ‘Talk-Back’
Pastor Sara, leader
Feb. 26 Annual Church Conference
Church Council, sponsor

Gather for Annual
Church Meeting!
Sunday, February 26

All church members and friends are invited to gather for
our annual Church Meeting held Sunday, Feb. 26th,
after Worship. We’ll celebrate the ministries of the past
year and look to the future! Reports will be presented
and the 2016 Annual Reports booklet will be available.

February 2017

Items needed
Our Volunteer in Mission Trip to Nicaragua, cosponsored by Jonesville UM Church, will be
held March 9—21, and the team includes members of our church. The VIM team will work with
Accion Medica Cristiana and our missionary, Dr.
Belinda Forbes, to construct a kitchen for the
Casa Materna (house for women to safely deliver their babies) in Risco de Oro, which is in
Nicaragua’s northeast; the
poorest part of the country.
A team from Jonesville UMC
worked on building the Casa
Materna 2 years ago but a
kitchen is needed so cooking can be done indoors instead of outside over a fire.

What you can do to help with the project!!
Money Donation. A tax-deductible donation
of any amount can be made to First UMC
with “Nicaragua VIM 2017” noted. We hope
that most financial donations will be given
by the end of January or so to allow Accion
Medica Cristiana to receive it in time to purchase and deliver construction supplies to
the remote work area.
 Layette supplies. New or “gently used” are
gowns/ sleepers (size 0-6 mos.), onesies or
undershirts (long or short sleeves, sizes 0-6
mos.), lightweight fleece or cotton flannel
receiving blankets, diaper safety pins, infant
socks, lightweight baby caps, and infant
washcloths are needed.
 Toothbrushes.
Good
quality,
singly
wrapped. Belinda Forbes is a dentist and
toothbrushes are always needed (no toothpaste).
Donations of baby items and toothbrushes can
be placed in the collection box in the sanctuary.
Mid-February is the goal for collecting these.


From Our Pastor
On the second Tuesday of the month, at 7:30PM, the Church Council meets. It is an
open meeting and you are welcome to join us anytime you want. In January we welcomed John Daniel Falotico to the hot seat as the new chair of the committee. Jim Troy
completed many years of faithful service in that role, and is deserving of immense gratitude from everyone. The FUMC Schenectady Church Council is a thoughtful group of
deeply committed church members seeking to lead the church with dignity, grace, and
hope. It is also a group of people who dearly love each other, who are often quite funny, and who are
capable of heading in as many directions at once as a herd of cats.
At some point, well before I got here, a significant change was made to Church Council. Before that, it
functioned like every other body I've seen in every other church: each chairperson of each committee
made a report and then everyone went home. FUMC Church Council receives written reports ahead of
time and the reports are available for each member to read and consider ahead of time. That frees up
the meeting to be used for questions, raising concerns, and looking at larger priorities for church as a
whole. This system works beautifully: people are informed and the Council is free to focus on what
matters!
Soon after I arrived another change was made. A concern had been raised that the “big questions”
weren't getting enough attention. Now I get to name a question of the month and the Council spends
the first 20 minutes of its meeting brainstorming its answers. I bring this up both because I think it is
worth knowing and because the conversation this past month seemed worth sharing with you as well.
The question was “How would you describe our (the church’s) spirituality?”












funny/humorous
uplifting
fun
energetic
loving
caring
prone to action
feisty
snarky
practical (for some)
intellectual











awareness/willingness to reach
out to the hurting
building the kin-dom <=> encouraging the growth of the garden
curious
“quirky nerds”
perfectly imperfect
joy
aware
lives outside the church
progressive













welcoming
alive
sometimes overwhelming
sometimes introspective
thoughtful
quietude
humility
speaking to power
mystical (for some)
yearning
forbidable

What a list! If there is something you would add, or strike, I'd be intrigued to know it. Church Council is
wise, but not omniscient. After the conversation had concluded, later in the meeting, it was noted that
no one directly spoke of Jesus. In response, the group said that those were words that also describe
Jesus for them.
I've been thinking about that ever since. Both our community's spirituality and its understanding of
Jesus seem worth sharing and contemplating further!
Peace, Sara

Altar Flowers
We are grateful for the altar flowers given in January:
1/3 in loving memory of the Rev. Dr. James A. Farrell
To give altar flowers for Sunday Worship, please contact Ann Farrell (867-7654).
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In Memoriam
We extend our Christian support to the
family and friends of:
† Shirley Eglintine, our longtime
dear friend and active member, who
passed away January 1st. A Memorial
Service celebrating her life was held on
January 7th.
Please keep her children and the
family in your prayers. Notes & cards of
condolence can be sent to her son,
Wayne Eglintine & the family at: 40
Pershing Dr., Scotia, NY 12302.

† Maria Greta Abbey, our longtime
member and friend since 1964, who
passed away on January 3rd. A Memorial Service celebrating her life will
be held Saturday, May 13, at 2 pm in
the sanctuary.
Please keep her children and the
family in your prayers. Cards of condolence can
be sent to her son, Mark Abbey and the family
at: 1816 Earl Dr., Bel Air, MD 21015.

Thank You, Lily!
Since 2009, Lily Quickenton has led and offered free Tai Chi lessons here at First United
Methodist Church, Schenectady, and is no
longer able to do it. We are so grateful to Lily
for sharing her wonderful gift and ministry with
us and the community. THANK YOU!

Gather for February’s

Church Night
This month’s Church Night, held the 2nd
Tuesday of the month, is scheduled for
February 14th. All our wonderful Ministry
Teams are welcome to meet and everyone
is invited to attend the council meetings.
Notices will go out to the members of
Teams, who will meet. The schedule is:
6:30 PM Ministry Teams meet
7:30 PM Church Council meets

Notes of Thanks
Dear Friends,
Your support has brought us to
strength now, as opportunity, changing
minds, and the Bible itself call for action to bring justice and equality to our Church. Thank you for your
recent gift. The generosity of Reconciling Communities like yours makes possible the lifesaving ministries of creating safe sanctuaries and just policies for
people of all sexual orientations and gender identities….We’ve come a long way in 30 years and there
is still much work to be done to manifest the peaceable kin-dom of God on earth today….Thank you for
your Reconciling Community’s inspiring support!
Many Blessings, Matt Berryman, Exc. Director
Reconciling Ministries Network
Dear Pam and Friends,
The Christmas Bureau wants to thank you again
for your generous support of the 2016 year. We are
thankful of your help every year, this year with 25
gifts. When the clients got their gifts they were so
surprised and pleased for them, this is what the
agencies who referred them told us.
Take care and God Bless. With love,
Kathleen and Amy, Christmas Bureau
Dear Friends,
It was so nice to receive your congregation’s contribution to the Chaplain Program at Ellis Medicine.
... Chaplains are available at Ellis round the clock. It
is because of your generosity that people in and
around the Schenectady community are able to have
someone present to offer prayer and spiritual comfort
in emergency situations.
I hope you and all of your church family are happy
and healthy. May God’s blessings pour upon you
always. Very sincerely yours,
Fr. Anthony W. Green, Director
Ellis Pastoral Care and Volunteer Services
Dear Church Members,
Thank you! We received with grateful thanks your
donation...will help Bethesda House continue our
mission of serving the hungry, the homeless, and the
working poor in our community. Your support will
make an immediate difference in our programs which
provide housing, clothing, food, a safe haven, emergency and case management services, and social
work services to our most vulnerable neighbors…..
you have made a difference to our residents by
showing them others care and are willing to help.
Kimarie A. Sheppard, Exe. Director
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We are in the season of EPIPHANY (green) During Epiphany, we celebrate the ways god is revealed through Jesus.
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Souper Bowl Sunday
February 5
Super Bowl Sunday has become the
2nd most popular day for eating in
our culture (behind Thanksgiving) and is a wonderful time for all of us to remember that there are
many in our community who face food insecurity
for part of each month. The Schenectady Inner
City Ministry (SICM) Emergency Food Program is
once again participating in the national Souper
Bowl Sunday appeal. 100% of the money raised
will help the food pantry feed those who are hungry in Schenectady County. In 2016, the pantry
served over 45,000 individuals, including over
16,000 children, indicating hunger needs continue.
SICM can purchase food from the NE Regional
Food Bank for $.16/lb. so monetary donations go a
long way toward providing food for those in need.
Our children and youth will be holding soup
cans Sunday, Feb. 5th, so that you will have an
opportunity to donate a portion of the money you
might otherwise spend on snacks while watching
the big football game. Help fill the cans!!! Donations by check should be made payable to FUMC
with “souper bowl” in the notation.

A Stephen
Ministry Moment
“The best and most
beautiful things in the world
cannot be seen, nor touched…
but are felt in the heart.”
Helen Keller (1880-1968)

Starting soon...the exciting

Lenten Photo Show!
Picture this! What does STRONG look like to
you? STRONG is one of the themes of FUMC’s
Lenten Photo Show for 2017, which begins on
March 5th. During Lent, you are encouraged to submit photos that relate to weekly themes, and on
Easter we will all have the opportunity to see how
others picture the themes STRONG, SUPPORT,
WHOLE, CONNECT, AND BRIGHT. Please see
the page 7 for details...happy picture taking!

Sermon ‘Talk-Back’
led by Pastor Sara

Sunday, February 19
11:30 AM in Fellowship Hall

Calling All Men:

Enjoy Breakfast!
The next Men’s Breakfast Fellowship will be held
Wednesday, February 22nd, at 8:30 am at the
Blue Ribbon Diner on State St. All men are welcome to gather on the fourth Wednesday of each
month! Contact Bob Coppola with any questions.

February’s Book Discussion
The Intersectional Justice Committee (IJC) invites
members of the congregation to participate in a
book discussion as part of its efforts to provide
opportunities for the congregation to live out our
faith and engage in justice work.
Our February book will be
“Waking Up White, and Finding
Myself in the Story of Race” by
Deborah Irving. As we head into
the celebration of black history during Black History Month, please
join us as we wrestle with what it
means to be white and to benefit
from a society structured to benefit white people
at the expense of people of color. In the words of
Bishop Gene Robinson, the retired Episcopal
bishop of New Hampshire, “Irving's personal and
moving tale takes us on an adventure to a world
utterly new to her as she wakes up to the reality
of how, without her knowledge or active pursuit,
she lives in a society which is set up to reward
her at the expense of people of color. I cannot
imagine a more understandable and compelling
invitation to learn about how racism lives on in
our homes, communities, and nation.”
Please join us Saturday, Feb. 25th at 10 AM as
we wrestle with this topic and ask ourselves,
“What does this mean for us now?” All invited.
You can look for “Waking Up White” at a close
library or bookstore, or talk to Kevin Nelson who
can get you with a copy for $14. You can reach
Kevin at: kmichael07@yahoo.com.
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The Sunday Scoop
February 2017
February 5

Family / Souper Bowl Sunday —
Children and youth remain for the full service to Worship with their families.
Following Worship, our children and youth will be collecting for “Souper” Bowl

February 12

10:20 am—Sunday School following Children’s Time in Worship
Theme is Story & A rt— “Paper Praying Hands”

February 19

10:20 am—Sunday School following Children’s Time in Worship
Theme is Music — “ Kum Ba Yah”

February 26

10:20 am—Sunday School following Children’s Time in Worship
Theme is Science — “Breath Prayers”

Fun Family Winter
Weekend!
Sky Lake Camp and Retreat
Center, located in Windsor, NY,
is one of many camps owned and operated by the UNYAC of the United Methodist Church. Sky Lake will hold
a Family Camp Weekend February 17-20. Whether you
enjoy cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, sledding,
sharing in Christian fellowship with others, or just the
sight of the winter landscape from inside, you are bound
to have a wonderful time!
Created for people of all ages and
families of all descriptions, the Family
Winter Weekend will be held in Ridge
Lodge. For more details, go to: skylakecenter.org or call 607-467-2750.

Supplies needed for March
The Sunday School program needs supplies and
would like your help. If you have or would like to buy
any of the supplies listed below, please place them in
the narthex basket or bring them to the office by March
1st. Thank You!
Items needed: easels, canvas, and Tempera paints
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Enjoy Fellowship
before Worship
Come early to church for these free programs:
☻Downtown Community Breakfast is served
8:30 - 9:30 in Fellowship Hall weekly except on
the first Sunday of each month.
☻Children’s Storytime is held 9:00 - 9:30 in
Babyfold weekly except the 1st Sunday of the
month. Children and their parents are welcome.
☻Second Cup Café is held in the Library 9:30 9:50. Enjoy coffee and/or read the newspaper!

Save the Date(s)
Sara Baron and Kevin Nelson
invite you to save the date of
Saturday, March 18th, 2017, at 11AM for their
wedding ceremony. They also invite you to
save the date of Sunday, March 26 (2nd Hour)
for a potluck reception led by the UMW when
they can celebrate their marriage with the
church.
If anyone wishes to give a gift, Sara and
Kevin would most like donations to MFSA
(Methodist Federation of Social Action) - which
can be done through the church or at
http://mfsaweb.org/?page_id=9152.

From our

Intersectional Justice Committee
The Intersectional Justice Committee is organizing a number of events as part of its efforts to provide opportunities for the congregation to live out our faith and engage in justice work. The book discussions and
PAWS luncheon on March 5th are described elsewhere, and another opportunity is a conversation with
Schenectady City Council Chair Leesa Perazzo during Second Hour on Sunday, February 5th. The
conversation will focus on how the City Council can have an impact on improving the lives of persons living
in poverty. It will include Ms. Perazzo responding to the following questions: 1) What is the status of the
Schenectady County Community Business Center? 2) What is the city council's vision for reducing child
poverty? 3) Has there been any discussion around access to fresh food and the elimination of food deserts? What is the city council's position on this matter? There will also be an opportunity for members of
FUMC to respond to Ms. Perazzo and to share more about our concerns. We encourage you to attend this
opportunity for FUMC to engage in a conversation that is shaping our city.
On Sunday, April 2, 3 - 4:30 pm we are scheduled to have an opportunity to engage in conversation at the church with Bishop Mark Webb, the resident bishop of the Upper New
York Annual Conference, of which FUMC Schenectady is a part. Additional guests will include Rev. Bill Gottschalk-Fielding, the assistant to the bishop and Director of Connectional Ministries, and Rev. Rich Weihing, the district superintendent for the Albany District.
We are facing a critical moment in the life of the United Methodist Church (UMC). The
UMC continues to perpetrate discrimination of LGBTQ persons. This discrimination includes provisions of church law that forbid UMC clergy from officiating at same-sex weddings, forbid UMC clergy from engaging in sexual relationships with partners of the same gender (even
when they are married), and forbid the ordination of LGBTQ individuals if they are in sexual relationships
with partners of the same gender (again even when they are married). In response, a large movement of
United Methodists continue to resist this oppression and refuse to enforce the related oppressive church
laws. FUMC Schenectady, as a reconciling congregation, is one such example of the resistance.
Individuals affiliated with the far right segment of the UMC have pushed the UMC to a point of crisis, issuing a demands that either persons like us at FUMC get in line with the far right's oppression of LGBTQ
persons and cooperate in the enforcement of discriminatory church laws or the far right is no longer willing
to remain in relationship with us. At the 2016 General Conference (GC) last spring, Rev. Sara Baron and
Kevin M. Nelson joined with many other leaders in the reconciling movement and reaffirmed their staunch
resistance to the discrimination and oppression of LGBTQ persons.
As a result of this untenable situation, the GC authorized the Council of Bishops (COB) to form a special
commission, the "Commission on a Way Forward," to develop a path forward for the UMC. The recommendations of this commission will be heard by the Council of Bishops and between those two bodies, whatever
recommendations come out of them are expected to be considered by a special session of General Conference called for this purpose in 2019.
Given that far more people and groups would like to speak with the members of the Commission than it
is possible for them to hear, the COB has asked its member bishops to hold conversations within their annual conferences relating to this context with the intent of sharing the fruits of those conversations with the
Commission. As of this writing, Bishop Webb has yet to announce plans to hold such a conversation within
the Upper New York Annual Conference.
Meanwhile, the far right has moved forward with organizing what they have called the Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA). Bishop Webb is one of four bishops that have affiliated with or lent their support to
the WCA. Through the WCA, the far right has demanded that GC "definitively resolve our debate over The
United Methodist Church's sexual ethics and its understanding of marriage." When that demand cannot be
met, the Commission should "prepare a plan of separation" in order to split apart the UMC.
In light of these demands, the likelihood of the UMC surviving past the next several years as it currently
exists seems low. The far right wants the denomination to split and every member, clergy person and congregation to have to choose a side. This would allow the far right to leave and take a greater number of
people and assets with them. Alternatively, as long as they hold to these demands, Kevin and Sara are
working with other progressive leaders to advocate for the far right to be given the option to leave the UMC
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but with the UMC otherwise continuing as it is now--minus any semblance of discrimination and oppression of LGBTQ persons.
With all of this context in mind, we have the opportunity to engage Bishop Webb in conversation. Bishop Webb is a member of the COB, has lent his support to the WCA and serves as our episcopal leader as
the resident bishop of Upper New York. This conversation affords us the opportunity to hear directly from
Bishop Webb regarding his thoughts on the current situation in the UMC and his various leadership roles
in relation to that. In addition, we will be able to engage him, Rev. Gottschalk-Fielding, and Rev. Weihing
in conversation in which we will be able to share our own thoughts and concerns.
This will be a very important opportunity for us to engage in conversation with our conference leaders
relating to the above matters, and we need a strong turnout. Please put April 2nd from 3-4:30 PM on your
calendars. In the meantime, the IJC is working on creating some opportunities for us to further educate
ourselves on this context and talk amongst ourselves in preparation for this conversation.

MISSION MOMENTS
Delivered during Worship

► Intersectional

Justice

Delivered on January 22, 2017, by Michele Cole

Good morning. I’m here as a member of the Intersectional Justice team to talk a little about what we are
doing and how you can be involved. First I’ll explain a bit about our name and focus, and then talk more
specifically about our team.
Intersectional justice may not be a term with which you’re familiar. I’d like to give you an illustration of
how it works and then talk a little more abstractly. An African American woman sued an employer because she believed that, as a black woman, she had been passed over for the job because of her race
and her gender. The court dismissed her suit because they said that the employer employs African American men, and white women, so clearly they didn’t discriminate against her. The court missed the point,
however, because they failed to acknowledge that each of these populations had only one protected characteristic – either race or gender. The woman bringing the suit had both, and contended that it was the
impact of both of them on her life that resulted in her injury.
And that is the essence of intersectional – the impact of various characteristics that society actively or passively marginalizes on the life of the affected person. So, for another example, transgender women face oppression related to transphobia, but also the general
mysogeny that permeates society. In order to work for justice for this trans woman, society
would need to overcome its biases against her as both a trans person and a woman.
Bringing this closer to home, the Intersectional Justice Committee is the result of the
merger of the Church, Society and Missions Team and the Reconciling Ministries Team.
This was done in recognition that our energies were being split between two committees
with essentially the same focus, albeit supporting different populations. Under the leadership of Kevin Nelson, the team is moving forward to identify and respond to some of the many challenges currently facing
the church and our communities. One activity coming up in the Spring is a strategy summit to develop a
response to the Council of Bishops’ Commission on a Way Forward, the compromise developed at the
2016 General Conference to avert schism over the inclusion of LGBTQA people as clergy and valued laity
in the UMC. Given the minimal representation of LGBTQA people or laity on the committee, it is important
to identify ways of being heard.
The Intersectional Justice Committee was not developed to do this work by itself. As we move forward, we will be giving you opportunities to join with us as active partners in our justice ministries. You
bring a wealth of experience and ideas, and your participation will be vital in the success of our activities. I
invite you to speak with Kevin, or any of the members of the team, if you have questions about our work
or would like to become involved in anything you hear about.
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► Youth

Group Activities

Delivered on January 15, 2017, by Sylvester Doyer

I asked our youth what they wanted me to say about them and their response was that they are
an awesome group of young people who have come together to become FUMC youth group.
FUMC youth started out with only two young people; Drew and James. It is to their credit that
we’ve grown from two to a core group of four regulars and 3 - 4 whose attendance is sporadic.
Our youth range in ages 14 to 16 for the older youth and 11 to 13 for our younger youth. We meet
on Saturdays from 12 to 1:30 and not all of our youth are members of FUMC; a friend of Drew’s
has joined our youth group and James’ two sisters and his cousin have also joined the group.
The youth explore through the activities/service projects they do, who they are
as individuals and begin to lay a foundation for caring for their fellow man, woman and child, who are or maybe avoided and neglected by others. The youth
service projects reflect what is their concern for and about the community. The
service projects are things that they have expressed an interest in doing as a
group. In November, they participated in helping serve a pancake veteran dinner at Calvary Episcopal Church in Burnt Hills, NY; this was their first away local
service project. Also in November, right before Thanksgiving they participated in packing Thanksgiving boxes for the hungry at Concern for the Hungry here in Schenectady. They also decorated
the church for Christmas in December. Our youth, every last Saturday of the month, volunteer at
Emmanuel Friedens to help with their monthly breakfast program and every third Sunday, they
help with the community breakfast program.
Our youth, in talking about future projects, have voiced an interest in volunteering some time at a
senior center or nursing home to visit and spend time with their seniors, whether it's
talking with them or participating in some kind of social activity. They are also planning to prep and do a complete breakfast for the community breakfast program on
Sunday, March 19th, since all of February is covered. Again this year, they are
planning and preparing an afternoon service for Holy Saturday, the Saturday before
Easter. What our youth and I am most excited about is their upcoming VIM trip during Easter break to the Jersey shore to do hurricane relief work. They will be
spending their Easter break assisting with rebuilding houses damaged from hurricane Sandy which hit NJ in October, 2012. So when they say they are awesome, our youth are
truly awesome and more. I’m going to finish by giving you a brief description of each of our young
people’s personality.
Drew - always questioning and never afraid to ask questions; also a good sense of humor when it
comes to poking the youth leader. But will quickly throw his fellow youth under the bus in a good
way.
Calista - she is our joker, always with the jokes and always talking a lot of smack especially about
the youth leader’s car; again in a good natured manner. I kid you not, she’s got the jokes.
James - quiet, soft spoken but he also has jokes when he’s not in deep thought or secretly plotting where to strike; again in a good natured manner.
Cole - Drew’s partner and side kick when it comes to the jokes but to look at him you would think
he’s as quiet if not quieter than James. But he’s also got jokes like the rest of the youth about the
youth leader but in a good natured way.
All our youth come from different walks of life but have come together to form FUMC youth group.
I could not be prouder to work with such an awesome group of young people.
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► FUMC’s

Volunteers in Mission Trip to Nicaragua

Delivered on January 8th by Jan Huston

Many of you know that our church is sponsoring a Volunteers in Mission (VIM) team to Nicaragua. It’s
officially an Upper NY Conference team and includes team members from
many different churches in eastern NY and one from VT. The team leaders
are Cindy Schulte and Kathy Sen. They are not United Methodist but they
have taken the Methodist team leader training and have been to Nicaragua
with us many times. Jane Baker, Beth Long-Velasquez and her nephew,
Zach (Bob Long’s grandson) will be team members. Kendra Boyden is coordinating air travel, Larry McArthur is handling the money, and I’m doing
general coordination.
The team will be working with Belinda Forbes, the missionary with whom we have a covenant relationship. If you were lucky, you met her when she was here in Oct. Her agency, Accion Medica Cristiana
or Christian Medical Action, works with the “poorest of the poor” in Nicaragua which is one of the poorest countries in our hemisphere. Accion Medica Cristiana means Christian Medical Action. Our team
will work in the village of Risco de Oro in the northeastern section of the country. Two years ago a
team from the Jonesville UMC built a Casa Materna there. This is a place where pregnant women
can come from their rural homes to deliver their babies. The Casa Materna needs a kitchen so that
cooking can be done inside instead of over an open fire. Our team will be working on that. In addition, Belinda has asked that we donate layette bags to the new mothers.
You have a bulletin insert listing the ways we can help the team accomplish their goal.
First they need money for building supplies and for layette contents.
We hope that most financial donations will be made by the end of
January. Money will be sent to Accion Medica Cristiana ahead of
our team’s arrival so that supplies can be purchased in that country
and delivered to the site. If you want to give money, a check can be
made out to the church with “Nicaragua 2017” in the notation.
Belinda is a dentist. She always needs good quality, singly wrapped toothbrushes.
And layette supplies are needed. A box for collecting toothbrushes and layette supplies is in the corner of the sanctuary. There is a list of items for the kits on your bulletin insert. Take it with you when
you are shopping in case you see a cute bargain! I have been experimenting with making hats and
have a few samples. I’ve also written instructions for the ones that I think are best. I’ll have them with
me at coffee time and will give some to Eileen and Alice who coordinate the needlework ministry.

Toothbrushes and layette supplies are due by mid-February. We can all be a part of the team even if
we are not going with them. Our support of prayers, money, and material items are all needed. Can I
say “It takes a village to support a village?” We can all help to support the village of Risco de Oro in
northeast Nicaragua!
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Flute-0rgan Concert
Eugenia Zukerman & Anthony Newman
Sunday, March 19th, 3:00 pm
An ecumenical service will be held Wednesday, March 1, at 7 pm at St. Joseph’s Church,
just across State Street, and is jointly supported by these churches: Emmanuel Friedens, St.
Joseph’s and First United Methodist. All are
welcome to gather with our neighbors for this
special service and receive ashes as the season of Lent begins.

March Luncheon for PAWS
On March 5th, FUMC of Schenectady Intersectional Justice Committee is hosting a luncheon for Damien Center PAWS program. PAWS
stands for “Pets are Wonderful Support” and is one of many programs
Damien Center provides to individuals and families living and affected by HIV/AIDS.
Damien House was founded in 1990 as a resource center for individuals and families living
with and affected by HIV/AIDS. The center’s aim
and purpose is to provide a supportive atmosphere for individuals and families living with HIV/
AIDS. Damien Center is a welcoming and culturally diverse environment.
The PAWS program provides support to individuals and families with HIV/AIDS who have
pets as companions. Through PAWS, Damien
Center provides task, financial and information
assistance to owners of pets living with HIV/
AIDS. They ensure that individuals and families
are not separated from their pets when needed
the most as companions. PAWS needs pet supplies, especially for cats,
like food, litter and treats
but will accept supplies
for dogs too. Our church
is happy to respond to
their request for donations of pet supplies. Our
response is in the form of a luncheon on Sunday, March 5th, after Worship at 11:45. The
luncheon is potluck and a donation of any pet
supplies are welcome. If you are unable to attend, donations are still welcome. More information about what is needed specifically will be
coming in the following month in the church bulletin. Watch your bulletin for details and mark
your calendar for Sunday, March 5th, at 11:45!

Flute and organ go wonderfully together, and on Sunday, March 19th, at 3:00 pm we will have the opportunity to enjoy this combination. Two eminent musicians,
Eugenia Zukerman and Anthony Newman, will present
a concert here at FUMC and we are looking forward to
a delightful afternoon. Hailed by The New Yorker as
“the beloved flutist, Eugenia Zukerman,” Ms. Z is an
internationally renowned recitalist and soloist, as well
as a writer (two novels, two non-fiction books, screen
plays, articles), artistic director (Vail Valley Music Festival for 13 years and currently Music Director of Clarion
Concerts in Columbia County’s Leaf Peeper Concerts),
television journalist (for which she was nominated for
an Emmy), educator and internet entrepreneur (she
has created video blogs – called “vlogs,” – for many
music conservatories and organizations). Early in her
career, she won the Young Concert Artists Competition and made
her New York debut, which was
received with the same kind of
rave reviews she continues to get
more than 25 years later.
Anthony Newman continues his 50 year career as
America's leading organist, harpsichordist and Bach
specialist. His prodigious recording output includes
more than 200 CDs and his collaboration with Wynton
Marsalis on Sony's "In Gabriel's Garden" was the best
selling classical CD in 1997. Recently, two large CD
sets by Newman were released: The Complete Collected Organ Works of JS Bach (9 CDs) and The Complete Collected Harpsichord Works of JS Bach (10
CDs). It is unlikely that any other world-class musician
has ever recorded both of these monumental collections. As keyboardist, he has performed more than
sixty times at Lincoln Center in New York, and has collaborated with many of the greats of music, including,
of course, Eugenia Zukerman. As conductor, he has
worked with internationally-known chamber music
orchestras and larger symphonic groups. No less prodigious as a composer, his works have been heard in
New York and Europe. His output includes 4 symphonies, 4 concerti, 3 large choral works, 2 operas, 3 CDs
of piano music, and a large assortment of chamber,
organ and guitar works. Newman has received 30 consecutive composer's awards from ASCAP.
Don’t miss this opportunity to hear and meet two of
America’s finest classical musicians. The concert, as
always, is free and open to all. Come and bring your
family and friends.
—Nancy Walden for the Music Committee
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF SCHENECTADY

2017 LENTEN PHOTO SHOW

The First United Methodist Church of Schenectady invites you to participate in its 2017 Lenten Photo Show.
You can participate in any or all of three ways:
1. SUBMIT PHOTOS THAT YOU HAVE TAKEN
2. VOTE FOR THE PHOTOS YOU THINK BEST REFLECT THE THEMES OF THE SHOW
3. VISIT THE SHOW ON EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 16 (8:30 - 10 AM and 11:00 - 12 NOON)
1. SUBMIT PHOTOS THAT YOU HAVE TAKEN
For each of five weeks during Lent, First United Methodist Church of Schenectady has
chosen a different Lenten theme. During each of these weeks we will be accepting one to
three photos that you have taken that reflect the weekly theme. The themes are:

March 5-11: STRONG
March 12-18: SUPPORT
March 19-25: WHOLE
March 26-April 1: CONNECT
April 2-8: BRIGHT
You may submit your photos either electronically or in hard copy.
 To submit your photos electronically, save them as JPG files of between 300bpi and 3MB, attach them to an email,
enter ‘Photo Show’ as the subject of the email, type your name, address, phone number, a title for the photo, and
the theme your photos represent in the body of the email, and send the email to fumcphotoshow@gmail.com.
 To submit your photos in hard copy, print them out on 8x10 photo paper, enclose them and a completed copy of
this form in an envelope, and send the envelope to FUMC Lenten Photo Show, 603 State Street, Schenectady, NY
12305. Copies of this form may be downloaded from the church’s website at www.fumcschenectady.org or may
be obtained by calling the church office at 518-374-4403.

First United Methodist Church of Schenectady Lenten Photo Show: Entry Form

Name: ________________________________________ □ Check here if under 18 yrs. old
Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________
Phone Number: _____________________________ Email Address: _____________________
Theme that the photo represents (choose one per entry):

□ Strong

□

Support

□ Whole

□ Connect

□ Bright

TITLE OF THE PHOTO: ____________________________________________
Mail to FUMC LENTEN PHOTO SHOW, 603 STATE STREET, SCHENECTADY, NY 12305
By submitting a photo the photographer gives FUMC copyright privileges to display the photo.
Photos will not be returned.
2. VOTE FOR THE PHOTOS YOU THINK BEST REFLECT THE THEMES OF THE SHOW
On a weekly basis, the photos submitted for each of the themes will be posted on First United Methodist Church’s website
(www.fumcschenectady.org) and Facebook page (www.facebook.com/fumcschenectady). You may go to either of these
sites to vote for the photo or photos that you think best reflect the themes. You may also vote if you visit the show in person. Please vote only once for any given photo.
3. VISIT THE SHOW on EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 16 (8:30 – 10 AM and 11:00 - 12 NOON)
On Easter Sunday, April 16, as many of the photos as possible will be on display at First United Methodist Church of
Schenectady. You are invited to view the photos from 8:30 to 10 am and from 11:00 to 12 noon on Easter. Voting will be
open during viewing hours. Light refreshments will be served.
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KEEPING OUR COVENANT PROMISES - DECEMBER 2016
PRAYERS - PRESENCE - GIFTS - SERVICE

OUR PRAYERS

OUR PRESENCE

Christian support is extended to:

The family & friends of Shirley Eglintine, our friend and active
member, who passed away January 1 (see pg. 3 for details)
The family & friends of Maria Greta Abbey, our friend and
longtime member, who passed away January 3 (details on pg. 3)
The family & friends of Lydia Blankenship, who passed away
on January 4th (Bob Long’s lifelong friend)
The family & friends of Rev. Sherwood Carver, who passed
away on January 20th (Rev. Carver served in Troy Conference)
The family & friends of Robert Benedict, who passed away
recently (Caroline Bardwell’s father)
The family & friends of Mike Abairs, who passed away recently (Flora Ramonowski’s close friend)

Date

We celebrate with:

Date

Amount

December 4

72

December 4 $ 7,229.00

December 11

99

December 11

December 18

128

December 18 18,055.25

December 25

75

December 25 14,590.95

Our Christian support is also extended to:
Ross Corbett
Sue Oldow Patterson
Rev. Larry Curtis
Lily Quickenton
Liz Fogle & David
Shirley Readdean
Helenia Henry
Shirley Rivest
Sandy Buschak-Jackson
Rev. Jan McClary Rowell
Joe LaNigra
Bob Slater
Carolyn Micklas
And to: Belinda Forbes, our Nicaragua Missionary; our homebound; those who are grieving; and Volunteer in Mission Teams

Worship

OUR GIFTS

7,343.00

COMMUNITY
BREAKFAST
(served 3 Sundays)
Those served this month:

Children (infant-17) 13
Adults (18-64)
114
Seniors (65+)
57
Total

184

Jose and Beth Long-Velasquez, who celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary on January 4th. Happy Anniversary!

OUR SERVICE

Date
12/3-4—Opened sanctuary for all to see sunlight shine through the Rose Window and encircle altar cross
12/11 —Commitment Sunday included our offerings of service, prayers, presence, witness & money for 2017 ministries
12/14 —Holiday Appreciation Gathering held for all SUSTAIN Ministry volunteers
12/18 —Musical offerings at Worship included guest musicians: a string quartet, harpist, and a flutist
12/25 —Served Community Breakfast on Christmas morning; free & open to all
Dec. —Participated in Christmas Gifts for Seniors program by purchasing requested gifts for area seniors in need
—Holiday services offered & open to all: Long Night; Service of ‘Lessons & Carols’; Christmas Dawn & Day Services
—Mission Moments presented: Heifer International; and SUSTAIN Ministry
—Youth Service: decorated church for Christmas; collecting food for pantry; served free brunch; helped at breakfast
—Participated in Alternative Christmas Gifts for these programs: CWS--Blankets ($255); Heifer International ($470);
FUMC’s Community Breakfast ($771); FUMC’s SUSTAIN Ministry ($801); and Home Furnishings Program ($260)
—Continue to serve the Community Breakfast on Sundays, free and open to all
—Distributed items through our SUSTAIN Ministry, serving 123 households of 400 adults and children
—Sunday 2nd Hour offered: Storytelling; Christmas Caroling to our homebound; Needlework; and annual Carol Sing

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors — Be Invitational!
Happy
Birthday!
February 1
3
3
3
4

Warm wishes are extended to our FEBRUARY
birthday celebrants: (Call with your birthday!)
Terry Phillips
Bob Coppola
Jan Guzior
Presha Neidermeyer
Fran Gross

4
5
6
7
10

Rob Guzior
Morgan Jackson
Darlene Smith
Bob Townsend
Bill Bardwell

11
13
16
19

Fran Summerville
Bob Ramonowski
Chris Rambo, Sr.
Alice Nash
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We are a church that loves to learn and yearns
to be a gift of God to our communities.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

‘LIKE’ us on FACEBOOK!

Wednesday, March 1

http://www.facebook.com/FUMCSchenectady

Early March programs/events:
Ash Wednesday Service
Sunday, March 5

14

Like to do
Needlework?

First Sunday in Lent
Family Sunday
Luncheon for PAWS

The Needlework Ministry program (knitting, crocheting,
sewing) meets most Sundays
after Worship in Wesley
Lounge and everyone is invited to join in anytime! Items
are created then donated to
those in need. If you wish to
join in on a project or to learn
needlework, stop in Wesley
Lounge on a Sunday or contact one of the coordinators:
Eileen Deming or Alice Nash.

Thursday, March 9–21

VIM Trip to Nicaragua

Invitation
Would you simply enjoy a
visit, or would you like to
talk and have someone
listen to your concerns? If
for any reason you’d like a
personal visit from either
the pastor or a lay care
giver, just call 374-4403.

WEBSITES AND E-MAIL ADDRESSES
First United Methodist Church
E-Mail: fumcschenectady@yahoo.com
Website: www.fumcschenectady.org
Upper New York Annual Conference
Website: www.unyumc.org
Albany District Office
E-Mail: albanydistrict@unyumc.org
Website: www.unyumc.org/districts/detail/2

